Meet Ted Flynn
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Veteran of town boards is the newest selectman (0¥ 2
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and he soon grew to love his
adopted hometown. Now he’s
looking to give back as Dux-
bury’s newest member of the
Board of Selectmen.

“I have no specific agen-
da,” Flynn said. “My approach
has always been that I love the
town, I love what it stands for,
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race for a three-year seat on
the board, is'a man who likes
to keep busy. The 68-year-
old still works full time as
the President of the Society
of Certified Public Accoun-
tants, and he also serves as
the vice chairman of the board
for the New England Center
for Homeless Veterans. He's
served on a number of town
boards in the past, including
-the Board of Library: Trustees
(he gave up that seat to run for
selectman) and he’s active with
the My Brother’s Keeper char-
ity at Holy Family Church.

“I think I have a good un-
derstanding of municipal goy- .
ernment,” he said. “I’ve been
active in the town since we
moved here.”

It’s not just work and ser-
vice. Flynn is also a golfer,
tennis player and likes to put-
ter around in his garden.

Despite all his activities,
Flynn said he’s more than
ready to take on the challenge

“We collectwely have got to stop winding up in the
position we’re in right now ... We should have done the
police station 15 years-ago.”
— Flynn on Duxbury’s capital needs
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~ he said. “We can have differ-
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Flynn should know - he

was on the 1988 study that
saw Duxbury move from an
executive secretary .to a town
manager system.

“It’s a business, we need
management not three volun-
teers,” he said.

However, his govemment '

study experience has also giv-
en him a perspective on some
of the other clashes that have

happened recently between:
boards such as the selectmen-

and the Planning Board. In

1988, the government study .

committee knew they had to

: make some compromises in.

other areas to get voters to buy

So they compromised on oth-
ers, letting boards such' as the
Planning Board and Board
of Library Trustees hire their
respective department head.
Flynn said he didn’t like the
idea of making certain boards
appointed rather than elected.

“I don’t see why we would .
want to change that mix,” he
said.

However, he would be '

open to moving some of the

department heads more direct- -

ly under the town manager s
authority.

Regardless of how gov-'
.emment is organized,; Flynn

“said everyone needs to work -

together.
“We’re all ultimately work- -
ing for the good of the town,”

ences but I don’t think they
need to turn into gunfights.”

He pointed to cooperation
that is already starting between
the schools and the town over
the proposed new school proj-
ect.

- Flynn hopes his experi- -

ence and perspective can help
Duxbury in the years ahead, -

- especially when it comes to

finances.

“We’re going to ‘have to
do more with less and to try to
deliver the same service,” he
said. “I think I've got a good
understanding of that.”

into the town manager idéa."
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